AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An audio playback apparatus comprising: 

a sound source storing folders, wherein at least one of the folders includes 
albums, and at least one of the albums includes music files , and wherein the folders, the 
albums, and the music files are arranged in a hierarchical manner; 

playback unit specification means for specifying a unit as any one of a folder, an 
album, and a music file, for use in selecting music file groups , whoroin e ach mus i c file 
group compr i s e s at l oast on e mus i c fil e; 

music file group selection means for randomly selecting a music file group in_ 
accordance with the specified unit : and 

playback means for reproducing the music files included in the selected music 
file group before reproducing the music files that are not in the selected musical file 
group. 

2. (Cancelled). 

3. (Currently Amended) The audio playback apparatus according to claim 1 
[[2]], further comprising: 



album selection means for randomly selecting [[said]] an album from [[said]] the 
selected music file group, if [[said]] the playback unit specification means specifies the 
folder is specified by sa i d playback unit spec i ficat i on m e ans ; 

wherein [[said]] the playback means reproduces the music files for each selected 

album. 

4. (Currently Amended) The audio playback apparatus according to claim 1 , 
further comprising: 

selected area specification means for specifying [[an]] a selected area of [[said]] 
the music file group. 

5. (Currently Amended) The audio playback apparatus according to claim 4, 
wherein sa i d sound source r e cords a fo l d e r, an a l bum form e d in said fold e r, and a 
music fi le formed i n said a l bum i n a h ie rarch i ca l mann e r and said the selected area 
specification means is capable of specifying any one of [[said]] an album, [[said]] a 
folder, and all areas of [[said]] the sound source. 

6. (Currently Amended) The audio playback apparatus according to claim 1 , 
wherein [[said]] the playback means sequentially reproduces the music files included in 
[[said]] the selected music file group in the order of their recording. 
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7. (Currently Amended) The audio playback apparatus according to claim 1 , 
wherein [[said]] the playback means randomly reproduces music files included in [[said]] 
the selected music file group. 

8. (Currently Amended) An audio playback apparatus comprising: 

a sound source storing folders, wherein at least one of the folders includes 
albums, and at least one of the albums includes music files , and wherein the folders, the 
albums, and the music files are arranged in a hierarchical order a l bums, an a l bum b o ing 
un i t of a set of music fil e s ; 

album selection means for randomly selecting an a l bum one of the albums to be 
reproduced from the sound source; and 

playback means for reproducing the music files in the selected album before 
reproducing music files that are not in the selected album. 

9. (Currently Amended) An audio playback apparatus comprising: 

a sound source storing folders, wherein at least one of the folders includes 
albums, and at least one of the albums includes music files , and wherein the folders, the 
albums, and the music files are arranged in a hierarchical manner fo l d e rs, ea ch fo l d e r 
stor i ng an album b ei ng a unit of a s e t of mus i c fi le s ; 

folder selection means for randomly selecting a fold e r one of the folders to be 
reproduced from the sound source; and 

playback means for reproducing the music files in the selected folder before 
reproducing music files that are not in the selected folder. 



10. (Currently Amended) An audio playback method comprising the steps of: 
specifying, in a sound source storing mus i c fi l es i n a h i orarchica l mann e r , a unit 

as any one of a folder, an album, and a music file, for use in selecting [[a]] music file 
groups, group, whoro i n oach mus i ca l filo group compr i s o s at lo ast on e music fi le ; 

wherein the sound source stores folders, at least one of the folders including 
albums, and at least one of the albums including music files, and wherein the folders, 
the albums, and the music files are arranged in a hierarchical manner: 

randomly selecting [[said]] a music file group in accordance with the specified 
unit : and 

reproducing the music files included in the selected music file group before 
reproducing music files that are not in the selected musical file group. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The audio playback method according to claim 10, 
further comprising the step of: 

specifying [[an]] a selected area of [[said]] the music file group. 

12. (Currently Amended) The audio playback method according to claim 10, 
wherein [[said]] the playback step randomly reproduces [[said]] the music files included 
in [[said]] the selected music file group. 

13. (Currently Amended) The audio playback method according to claim 10, 
further comprising the step of: 
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randomly selecting on a l bum one of the albums from [[said]] the selected music 
file group i f, from sa i d sound sourco r e cord i ng a folder, an a l bum form e d in oaid fo l der, 
and a mus i c f i l o form e d i n sa i d a l bum i n a h ie rarch i ca l mannor, s a i d a folder is specified 
in [[said]] the playback unit specification step; 

wherein [[said]] the playback step reproduces music files for each selected 

album. 

14. (Currently Amended) A computer readable media storing a computer 
program that causes a processor to perform a method, the method comprising: 

specifying, in a sound source storing mus i c fil e s i n a h ie rarch i ca l manner , a unit 
as any one of a folder, an album, and a music file, for use in selecting [[a]] music file 
groups, group, wh e r ei n e ach musical fi le group compr i sos at l east on e music f ile ; 

wherein the sound source stores folders, at least one of the folders including 
albums, and at least one of the albums including music files, and wherein the folders, 
the albums, and the music files are arranged in a hierarchical manner; 

randomly selecting a music file group in accordance with the specified unit ; and 

reproducing the music files included in the selected music file group before 
reproducing music files that are not in the selected musical file group. 

15. (Currently Amended) The media according to claim 14, wherein the 
method further comprises: 

specifying [[an]] a selected area of said music file group. 
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16. (Currently Amended) The media according to claim 14, wherein the 
method further comprises: 

randomly selecting [[said]] an album from [[said]] the selected music file group 
s ele cted by sa i d music f i l o group s e l e ction funct i on i f, from sa i d sound sourc e record i ng 
a fold e r, an album formed i n said fo l der, and a music fi l o formed i n sa i d a l bum i n a 
h ie rarch i ca l mann e r, sa i d a folder is specified by said playback unit specification 
function; 

wherein [[said]] the playback function reproduces music files for each selected 

album. 

17. (New) The audio playback apparatus according to claim 1 , further 
comprising: 

mode selection means for selecting a first or second reproducing mode through a 
user interface, wherein the first reproducing mode allows for random playback on an 
album basis and the second reproducing mode allows for random playback on an 
individual music file basis. 

18. (New) The audio playback apparatus according to claim 1, further 
comprising a touch screen user interface. 

19. (New) The audio playback method according to claim 10, further 
comprising: 
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selecting a first or second reproducing mode through a user interface, wherein 
the first reproducing mode allows for random playback on an album basis and the 
second reproducing mode allows for random playback on an individual music file basis. 

20. (New) The audio playback method according to claim 10, further 
comprising: 

receiving a user input by a touch screen. 
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